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“[L]eaving Fangcheng was harder than I thought.
Despite the fact that there aren’ t even real toilets or
showers and sleeping on those bunks is equally as
comfortable as sleeping on the floor, I had a difficult
time parting with a place that I spent an amazing two
weeks at. | had an even harder time parting with the
people. Their thoughtfulness and dedication struck me
emotionally.”

——Christina Yuan, {8 Jasper =511 9440224

Saturday, 07.31.10-Today was our first day in
Shandong. We had to be ready to leave at 7:30 in the
morning. Our bus ride was approximately 8 hours long.
During the ride, we had to get a general idea of each
class we would be teaching. We also passed the time by
introducing ourselves and getting to know the college
students we’d be working with and also by playing card
games.

When we arrived in the middle of the afternoon,
we met with Weng Lao Shi. The first thing we had to do
was clean out our dormitories, which were infested with
cobwebs. The bunks were not in the best conditions,
and the bathrooms were even worse. Well, we’re going
to be living with this for another two weeks. We might
as well get accustomed to it now!

The food is also something that will be difficult to
get used to. Everything is served in large metal bowls.
It is not all that appetizing, but at least it’ s something.
Today we ate at a restaurant down the street. For the
rest of the week, we’ll be eating in the school cafeteria.
I don’t know if it will be much better.

Today was quite exhausting. I will be going to bed
soon. Tomorrow morning I will be taking a cold shower.
I wonder what that will be like.

Wednesday, 08.04.10- Quite a few people are
starting to get sick! People aren’t taking proper sanita—
tion precautions, like washing their hands. T guess it’s
hard to worry about a million things at once! I’ m get—
ting used to the conditions here, though. Tt really isn’t
that much of a problem at all anymore.

Saturday, 08.07.10— [Today| We visited the birth—
place of Confucius. There were three small villages that
we walked through. I was ready to lie on a comfortable
hotel bed when it was over. We had dinner hefore going
to the hotel, though. It was so much more appetizing
than the food we were served at the school cafeteria.
We also got real seats! After an amazing dinner, we fi—
nally arrived at that hotel. It was heaven compared to
the dorms at Fangcheng. There were actually flushable
toilets and real showers, along with soft beds and pil-
lows. One could not imagine how thankful I was. After
a warm shower, I visited a friend” s room to play card
games and drink bubble tea.
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“[Flirst, we learned just as much
from the students, if not more, than we
taught them. Not only did we learn how
to live beneath our means, with mini—
mal resources in a rural environment,
but we also learned to thrive in these
Second, I realized that
Chinese culture is much more emotion—

conditions. . ‘-

ally expressive of sadness than Ameri—
can culture.”

——Colby Ye, o)l Jasper =rHo
e

Saturday,  07.31.10-The  bus
dropped us off in the middle of a pot—
hole-ridden road. After arriving at the
school, we set down our suitcases and
settled in, as well as we possibly could,
in the office. Pretty soon, we were shut—
tled off to a local restaurant for lunch.
The food was really quite different. It
was nothing like anything served in any
other restaurant. One dish was an en—
tire, cut—up, chicken. Another dish was
entirely animal entrails. We were also
given large pancake—esque hread “pat—
ties”. They were entirely flavorless and
very think. The inside was soft and al—
most chewy. During lunch, my sweat
[from the incessant heat] had somewhat
dried, but all T was left with were
odd-looking white salt marks on my
grey t—shirt.

After returning to the middle
school’ s office, we moved up to the
second floor office to enjoy the air con—
ditioning. The cleaning process began
soon after, with all high school and col—
lege students working to rid the dormi—
tories of the trash that had been spewed
throughout the rooms. Seriously, the
rooms had reached a new level of dirti—
ness. We carted off all the trash, with
multiple trips, mind you, in an enor—
mous rusted wagon, and scrubbed the

plywood bed boards with wet rags.
Someone slopped water all over our
room’ s floor, so we had to sleep the
first night in tents with water all over
the floor. Cleaning took an extremely
long time, but pretty soon, we were fin—
ished. At the very least, the rooms were
liveable.

After dinner, I immediately set up
my mosquito net and clothesline and
jumped in the shower as quickly as I
could. There is no word or phrase (not
even a sentence or paragraph) that can
describe how good a cold shower felt at
that moment. The worst part was that
we started to sweat immediately after
we finished showering. It was such a
waste of a good moment. Either way,
however, showering was probably the
best part of the day.

Monday, 08.02.10- I woke up in
the middle of the night with a terribly
itchy feeling. My knee was swollen with
mosquito bites and my right hand had
inflated like a balloon too. After franti—
cally scratching, I fell back asleep for a
little while. When I woke up [for real],
my hand was still swollen. However, I
completely underestimated the severity
of the situation. I went through my daily
with my hand still
swollen, thinking that my hand had just

morning routine,

been attacked by a gang of mosquitoes
in the middle of the night. However, no—
ticing that my hand hadn’t shrunken in
size by the time classes had started, 1
consulted the adults. At this point, I be—
gan to develop red rash-like symptoms
on my right hand. Tt wasn’ t quite itchy
yet, however. In the middle of English
class, I had already developed a nas—
ty—looking rash on my right wrist, so
the teachers pulled Kevin and me out of
class to take us to the local hospital.

The hospital was more like a clin—
ic, since the level of care wasn’ t near
as advanced as treatment in a legit hos—
pital. Regardless, it was a relaxing
break on the first day of class. When we
arrived, we first spoke to one of the
doctors, who instructed us to get a
blood test first. The walls of the hospi—
tal were rusted and grimed up, but the
nurses who pricked our fingers still fol—
lowed sanitary procedure, swabbing
our fingers with alcohol before drawing
blood. The blood test went well, so the
doctor only prescribed a few pills for
us, along with a packet of magnesium
sulfate. We were to dissolve the com—
pound in hot water, soak a towel in the
solution, and soak our hands in the tow—
el for 30 minutes 3 times each day. The
afternoon didn’
change in the condition of my hand,

t bring about any
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though I managed to assist in the teach—
ing of the afternoon subjects, like
“Travel Around the World.” By the
end of the first day, I felt extremely
useless and tired. My hand begun itch—
ing like crazy, and all I could really do
was slop cooling oil over my hand every
other hour. It” s a funny thing, really. T
realized that I lost much of my initiative
to do anything simply because of my
debilitating injury. My hand was a con—
stant bother for me. The swelling sen—
sation just seemed to never go away. It
became such a pain that I was con—
stantly distracted from teaching and
what was truly important.

Friday, 08.13.10- At the end,
however, everyone was more and more
sad. Some of the students started crying
while they were still in the athletic
fields, where we held the performance.
I had to put up our props and help
clean up the stage area first, before I
headed back to the classroom to mourn
with the students. However, once T ar—
rived back at the classroom, the griev—
ing was already in full swing. Shangjia
and Boshuang had given “speeches”
telling the students how they had to
continue the learning process that we
had begun, in order to reach their full
potential in the future. I realized sever—
al things in this depressing moment.
First, we learned just as much from the
students, if not more, than we taught
them. Not only did we learn how to live
beneath our means, with minimal re—
sources in a rural environment, but we
also learned to thrive in these condi—
tions. The first few days were rough, es—
pecially with my seemingly diseased
" Other

than learning to cope with a rough

hand, but we got “used to it.’

physical environment, we also learned
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an immense amount from the students

themselves. We experienced what the
students experienced, and we learned
about their daily lives. Even more, we
were able to get close and up front with
their lives, since we were living with
them. We learned about the differences
between the Chinese culture and
American culture, and we even dis—
cerned the little irregularities in the lo—
cal culture. Second, I realized that Chi—
nese culture is much more emotionally
expressive of sadness than American
culture. The students were literally
bawling on Friday evening because of
our imminent departure. Even the boys
were weeping. One boy, a studmuffin
with an earring in his left ear, was cry—
ing especially hard. It would have been
such an odd sight to see in America, a
group of 8th grade boys bawling. At my
farewell party before I moved to Boston,
my friends were all sad to watch me
leave. However, I don’ t remember any—
one crying. This isn’ t because my
friends don’ t care about me. Rather,
they focused on the future and wished
me good luck instead of reminiscing
about all the memorable moments from
the past. Perhaps this is the key differ—
ence between Chinese and American
culture. Maybe Americans are more fu—
ture—oriented than Easterners. Or,
maybe Chinese people are just much
more caring than us Westerners. I don’
t know, but the difference was quite no—
ticeable to me.

Saturday, 08.14.10— With the re—
alization that this would probably be
the last time I’ d ever see our beloved
kids again, tears welled up in my eyes.
For me, it was most difficult to stop my
tears watching the students from the

back of the bus.
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I. After School program for
- Pick up service

School Homework
- Enhancement tutoring in all subjects
- Chinese
- Instrument practice assistance

Il. Evening and weekend classes for Grade 3-12: $12-$18/hr

- Computer
- 'I\EnngII:sh Reading/Writing

— Physics and Chemistry

. 1-1 Tutorin? Program for K- G12
- Professional tutor, $65/hr
- Qualified student tutor, $20/hr

TSR Hi%:202-330-3061

P&k . www.ctyta.com

Z ettt : 14320 Travilah Road, Rockville, MD 2850

- Zorelgn language: Chinese, French and Spanish
rt

email: ct-rteng@hotmail.com

o

rade K-5: $24/day,$400/month

4-031





<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.3
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /CMYK
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage 64
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments true
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /Description <<
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc9ad854c18cea76845370524d5370523786557406300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /FRA <>
    /ITA <>
    /JPN <FEFF9ad854c18cea306a30d730ea30d730ec30b951fa529b7528002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020658766f8306e4f5c6210306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103055308c305f0020005000440046002030d530a130a430eb306f3001004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d3067958b304f30533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020ace0d488c9c80020c2dcd5d80020c778c1c4c5d00020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die zijn geoptimaliseerd voor prepress-afdrukken van hoge kwaliteit. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /PTB <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents best suited for high-quality prepress printing.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e9ad88d2891cf76845370524d53705237300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure false
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles false
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [1200 1200]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


